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The Prince Regent of England, though immediately and
pre-eminently invited to adhere to the Alliance, felt himself
precluded 'by the forms of the British Constitution* from
formally acceding to the Treaty, but conveyed to the august
signatories his 'entire concurrence in the principles they had
laid down, and in the declaration they had set forth of making
the Divine precepts of the Christian religion the invariable
rule of their conduct in all their relations, social and political/
Most of the other Sovereigns of Europe, including the Kings
of France, the Netherlands, Wiirtemberg and Saxony, and
the Governments of the Swiss and the Hanse Confederations
did, in fact, adhere to it. Mettemich, at the moment, regarded
the whole transaction with cynical contempt, though he
subsequently made use of the alliance to promote the ends of
his reactionary policy. Castlereagh, like most Englishmen,
shrank from the ostentatious profession of religious motives
in politics, and regarded the manifesto as a *sublime piece of
mysticism and nonsense/ His reception of the Project was,
therefore, though studiously polite, characteristically ironical.
'The benign principles of the Alliance of the 26th of September
may,' he wrote, 'be considered as constituting the European
system in the matter of political conscience. It would, how-
ever, be derogatory to the solemn act of the Sovereigns to
mix its discussion with the ordinary diplomatic obligations
which bind State to State, and which are to be looked for
alone in the treaties which have been concluded in the accus-
tomed form/ Castlereagh had, moreover, grave doubts as to
the sanity of the Czar. Canning was more suspicious of his
sincerity. But Canning was brought into immediate relations
with the Holy Allies only after the alliance had been perverted
to reactionary ends.